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'oil 3 2 December  3 ,  1990

Mr. George Morris, Forest Supervisor
Manti-Lasal National Forest
599 West Price River Drive
Pr i ce ,  U tah  84501

Dear  Mr .  Morr is :

Re: CoaI Stacking Tube Amendment, Utah FueI Cornpany. Skyline
Mine.  ACT/007/005-90A.  Fo lder  42,  Carbon County-  Utah

Please find enclosed one copy of a new proposal from Utah
FueI Company, which addresses the slope protection in the area of
their new coal stacking tube. The Division has reviewed this
proposal and feels that it is an acceptable alternative to
shotcret ing the slopes.

We would l ike your input and concurrence on this proposal.
P1ease provide any comment on this project to the Division by
December  L4 ,  1990.

Feel free to call me or Randy Harden, Senior Reclamation
Engineer, if you have any concerns or questions.

S j-ncerely,

i0^r*edW
Daron R. Haddock
Permit Supervisor

DRH/nbm
Attachments
cc:  R.  Harden
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Lowel I  Braxton
Assoc ia te  D i rec tor
D iv is ion  o f  0 i l ,  Gas  &  Min ing
355 West  North Temple
3  Tr iad  Center ,  Su i te  350
Sa l t  Lake C i ty ,  UT 84180-1203

Dear  Mr .  Brax ton :

In our  submi t ta l  for  the coal  s tack ' ing tube amendment we
proposed to  p ro tec t  the  ex i  s t ing  cu t  s ' lopes  on  e i ther  s ide  o f
the  p i le  by :  (1 )  p lac ing  a  d ra in  b lanke t  o f  we l l  g raded  mate r ia l
on  the  s lope  on  an  as -needed  bas is ,  and  (2 )  a rmour ing  the  s lopes
wi  th re i  nforced shotcrete to he ' l  p  stabi  I  i  ze the s l  opes and to
pro tec t  them f rom be ing  dug in to  by  mach inery  mov ing  the  coa l .
} . le  have been re-eva' l  uat i  ng th i  s  proposal  and feel  that  i  t  wi  I  I
no t  accompl i sh  the  des i red  ob jec t i ves .  The  des i red  ob jec t i ve
for  both the land management agencies and Utah Fuel  Company are
the  same not  to  a l  low mach inery  to  d ig  in to  the  ex is t ing  cu t
s lopes ,  thus  c rea t ing  an  uns tab le  s lope  cond i t i on  and  in t roduc ing
contaminates  in to  the  coa l  p roduc t .

[ , {e have had several  shotcrete contractors v is i t  the s i te
and ma ke proposa' l  s  for  shotcret i  ng these s I  opes .  Al  I  o f  them
are  w i l l i ng  to  sho tc re te  the  s lopes ;  however ,  a l l  o f  them a lso
expressed concerns about  the success of  the job.  Due to the
s teepness  and roughness  o f  the  s lopes  they  have ser ious  doubts
as  to  the  longev i ty  o f  the  shotc re te ,  even w i thout  heavy  mach inery
work ing  in  c lose  prox imi ty  to  i t .  They  a lso  fee l  there  is  a
good chance o f  fa i lu re  o f  the  shotc re te  due to  f ros t  heav ing ,
wh ich  is  due to  the  na tura l  subsur face  water  tha t  w i l l  occur
underneath the shotcrete.

Af ter  fur ther  rev iew we feel  that  shotcret ing the s lopes
wi l l  no t  he lp  us  ach ieve  the  des i red  ob jec t i ve .  A  layer  o f
shotc re te  fs  no t  much o f  a  bar r ie r  fo r  a  D8 or  D9 s ize  o f  a
t rac to r .  Th is  s ize  o f  mach inery  cou ld  r ip  ou t  a  la rge  p iece
of  shotcrete and not  even know i t  unt i l  the operator  observes
the shotcrete,  rocks and di r t  in  the coal .  l 'Je feel  a bet ter
a l te rna t ive  is  no t  to  have the  equ ipment  come in  contac t  w i th
the  s lope to  beg in  w i th .  In  th is  scenar io  the  shotc re te  becomes
redundant .
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l 'Je have been stacking and recover ing coal  of f  of  these s lopes
s ince  February  1985.  Dur ing  th is  t ime f rame we have success fu l l y
removed the  coa l  f rom these s lopes  w i thout  d igg ing  in to  them.

t . le  would l ike to propose that  we cont inue to protect  these
s lopes  th rough our  opera t iona l  p rocedures .  l ' l e  wou ld  accompl ish
th is  by :  (1 )  Leav ing  a  phys ica l  ba r r ie r  o f  a  m in imum o f  18" -24"
o f  coa l  on  the  s lopes  wh i le  the  mach inery  i s  remov ing  the  coa l .
A f te r  the  mach inery  has  removed the  bu lk  o f  the  coa l '  the  coa l
le f t  on  the  s lopes  w i l l  na tu ra l l y  s lough  o f f ,  l eav ing  a  th inner
layer  o f  coa l .  Th is  p rocess  w i l l  no t  d i s tu rb  the  ex is t ing  s lopes ;
(2 )  h le  wou ld  a l low on ly  se lec ted  t ra ined opera tors  to  opera te
machfnery  on  the  coa l  p i ' l e ;  (3 )  These se lec ted  opera tors  wou ld
be t ra ined in  the  impor tance to  bo th  you and us  o f  p ro tec t ing
these s lopes  in  the  areas  o f  sa fe ty  p rocedures ,  mach ine  opera t ion ,
and env i ronmenta l  concerns ;  and (4 )  h le  wou ld  mon i to r  these s lopes
to  insure  tha t  they  are  be ing  pro tec ted .

Approx imate ly  100,000 tons  o f  coa l  in  the  proposed s tockp i le
is  l i ve  s to rage.  As  shown on the  a t tached drawing  the  l ine  s to rage
area  i s  no t  in  c lose  p rox im i ty  to  the  ex is t ing  cu t  s lopes .  The
on ly  t ime mach inery  wou ld  be  remov ing  coa l  near  the  s lopes  wou ld
be the few t imes each year when we remove the ent i re stockpi le
to meet shi ppi ng comrni tments .

We are now and rvi I  I  conti  nue to be commi tted to adequate' ly
pro tec t fng  the  s lopes .  I f  you  concur  w i th  th is  p roposa l  we w i l l
submi t  the  necessary  word ing  changes fo r  the  permi t .  I f  you
need add i t iona l  in fo rmat ion  contac t  Ke i th  Zobe l  I .  t le  wou ld
apprec ia te  your  ear ly  rev iew as  we p ' lan  on  pu t t ing  the  s tack ing
tube in to  opera t ion  in  January  1991.

Manager
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Si  ncere ly ,


